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Background 

The Nordic Institute of Dental Materials (NIOM AS) is a Nordic collaborative body for 
biomaterials, owned by NORCE and the Norwegian Ministry of Health and Care Services 
(HOD). Commissioned by and mainly funded by HOD and the Nordic Council of Ministers 
(NMR), NIOM's purpose is to contribute to the best possible quality, sustainability, and 
patient safety in the use of oral biomaterials in the Nordic region. 

NIOM has been working towards these goals for over 50 years. Through research, knowledge 
dissemination, participation in international and European standardization work, consulting, 
and material testing, NIOM has played a crucial role in this important patient safety work. 

By broadening its area of interest to also include medical biomaterials, NIOM contributes to 
the view of the body and mouth as an integrated unit – even in the context of biomaterials. 

Vision 

NIOM shall work to ensure that oral and medical biomaterials are sustainable, effective, and 
safe for the Nordic population. 

Main objective 

NIOM shall be a leading Nordic centre of excellence in research, innovation, knowledge 
dissemination and testing, with high international quality and significant impact. 

 

Sub-goal 1: Strengthen research, innovation, and sustainable development of 
biomaterials and methods 

NIOM shall: 

• Identify and fill knowledge gaps through targeted research. 
• Focus on new biomaterials and treatment methods using current methods, artificial 

intelligence, digital tools, and innovative technologies. 
• Strengthen its role as an attractive partner for research, knowledge, and innovation 

communities in the Nordic region and internationally. 
• Carry out activities in line with the UN's sustainability goals and the WHO's action 

plan for global oral health. 



 

 

Sub-goal 2: Increased impact and effect of NIOM's research and testing 

NIOM shall: 

• Ensure that the institute is well-recognised as the leading Nordic centre for oral and 
medical biomaterials. 

• Communicate key results effectively to stakeholders in healthcare, government 
agencies, academia, professional organisations, and manufacturers. 

• Strengthen communication and collaboration with researchers and other 
stakeholders. 

• Ensure the dissemination of research results and their impact. 

 

Sub-goal 3: Strengthen Nordic and international cooperation 

NIOM shall: 

• Strengthen Nordic cooperation through partnerships with universities, research 
institutions, and health organizations. 

• Support Nordic authorities and international bodies with expert opinions and 
professional support in the field of oral and medical biomaterials. 

• Work to coordinate the reporting of adverse reactions in the Nordic region through 
the Biomaterials Adverse Reaction Group in Bergen. 

• Serve as a knowledge centre for healthcare and dental professionals in the Nordic 
region. 


